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March 2013 B E A N S T A L K Issued free to every
1/13 Household in Bean.
Web site: www.beanvillage.org.uk E-mail beanra@waitrose.com

We welcome all new residents to the village and to the Residents Association’s
Quarterly Newsletter.
Please feel free to contribute your thoughts, ideas and comments.

The next Residents Association Meeting will be held on
Monday 4th March at 8.15pm in the Community Centre

THE BEAN COMMUNITY BUS - An urgent request.

I have appealed many times in the past for others to volunteer some
time to drive the bus.

It has now become an urgent appeal, since I have finally had to

succumb to insulin treatment for my Diabetes, and am therefore not
allowed to drive the bus for several months.

Two kind ladies have agreed to cover two of my commitments, one
being the Senior Citizens Club and the other the Thursday evening

Cygnet Club. I would point out that neither of these kind ladies live
in the village.

We urgently need a driver for the Wednesday and Thursday
shopping trips as Martin will not be available for a while either.

IF YOU CAN HELP Please contact COLIN on 01474832 793

To contact the editor; e-mail: thebeanstalk@btinternet.com
Telephone 01474 704062 1 School Lane, Bean DA2 8AL.

THE COPY DATE FOR THE JUNE 2013
BEAN’S TALK is Wednesday 1st May
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Common abbreviations used in the newsletter

Cllr. Councillor KCC Kent County Council
DATPC Dartford Association of KHS Kent Highway Services

Town and Parish Councils NPM Neighbourhood Panel Meetings.
DBC Dartford Borough Council PCSO Police Community Support Officer
BPC Bean Parish Council RA Residents Association.

Special Meeting of Bean Residents Association held on 37 December, 2012
attended by Bluewater/ Lend Lease and their Consultants for the Expansion
of West Village. (Attended by 41 people).

Key Points were: -
1. An Outline Application had been submitted to DBC that day.

2. A 20% increase in floor area for 'high end' shops was planned.

3. The traffic forecast from the expansion over a 10 year period was said to
be small and had already been agreed by KCC and Department for Transport.

4. The traffic consultant confirmed that it was not part of his brief to
consider the adequacy of the existing roads (or parking) as a whole;
merely the extent of the increase.

5. Bluewater would make whatever contribution was required to the South
Thameside Infrastructure Programme (STIP), but were not involved in its
expenditure.

6. Many attending pointed out the serious delays already experienced and
the health concerns.

7. Bluewater were unaware that noisy generators and floodlights were being
used this year to make it safer for police to introduce evening contra-flow
on Bean Bridge. They will investigate.

8. It was pointed out that a £466,500 contribution specifically for Bean
Interchange had been made as a condition of approval of the Events
Venue (GLOW), but was not due to be spent until 2024/25.

9. This was 10 years later than had been agreed prior to 2011.

10. Bluewater were urged to be proactive and join with residents in lobbying
KCC for improvements at Bean Interchange. This would benefit both
Bluewater and Bean.

11. In summary, whether Bluewater was to expand or not, residents want
action now on the unbearable traffic conditions that impact on both

residents and shoppers.
12-12-03 Special Meeting of Bean Residents Association Summary  4-Dec- 12

DISCLAIMER: The Editor and Association Officers of the Bean Residents Association do not
necessarily agree with all the views and advice expressed within this newsletter and whilst every
care has been taken to ensure accuracy of the information cannot accept liability from erroneous
information published herein. 2

Information from the monthly meetings of
The Bean Residents Association.

The following notes are from the December 2012 to February 2013 meetings.

Assistant Secretary's Report:

There had been 27 items of correspondence over the period 6th November to
7th January and 11 items up to the February meeting including:-

8 on Bluewater, 4 on the proposed St Clements Way junction
1 on the proposed 190 homes in St Clements Way,

2 on the sale of land north of Drudgeon Farm, in School Lane, 2 to the
Highways Agency regarding Bean Bridge cameras,

1 on the proposed 6,250 houses etc. in the Eastern Quarry, and

1 on the Beacon Drive / Drudgeon Way planning appeal.

Beacon Drive/ Drudgeon Way - Fifth Appeal - eight houses.

The Appeal by Vision Homes / Invest (Bean) Ltd against DBC refusal of their
planning application was made in August 2012. It is to be decided based on the
Written Representations already submitted and a Site Inspection by the
appointed Inspector, Elizabeth M. Fieldhouse pipte pipub MrTPI.

On Monday 28" January 2013, she visited parts of the Site safely accessible,
followed by invitations (in order) to see the impact from 119, 70 and 68
Beacon Drive, then 47, 41, 43 Drudgeon Way and the Recreation Ground.
Accompanying the Inspector were Sonia Bunn, DBC Senior Planning Officer
(Major Projects), Cllr. R S L Perfett (DBC Development Control Board),
Vision Homes Agent, their Architect and Safety Officer and 8 residents

A decision is expected in mid-March 2013.

The Chairman thanked those who attended the site inspection.

Neighbourhood Watch (See page 26).

Houses in Eastern Quarry and Bluewater Expansion. (See also page 2)
The first 500 Houses are proposed to be in the Eastern end of the Quarry.
Two new KCC junctions off Springhead Road and a future connection to
Watling Street which is currently used by lorries are also proposed.

An application proposed a 20% expansion of Bluewater. After discussion it was
unanimously resolved to object to the application because it fails to include any
works to overcome the existing traffic congestion caused by Bluewater, before
opening any expansion.

It was agreed not to get involved in comments about the new shops.

New Junction on B 255 - St Clements Way for 190 Houses and a Garden
Centre:

We had objected to this proposed junction as a break in the central reserve was
unsafe. The DBC Development Control Board referred it back to KCC asking
for it to be integrated with existing traffic lights at the Mounts Road junction.
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It is not known when the garden centre planning application will be made.
Hawley and Millbrook Garden Centres were unaware of proposal.
The Residents Association will consider action when the application comes in.

DBC Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Consultation:
Every new house built will include a levy to improve the infrastructure of the
area. For Rural areas - South of A2 the levy is £200 per sq. metre.

For Urban areas - if 15 or more homes are built [incl. affordable] the
levy is £100 per sq. metre. If less than 15 homes it is £200 per sq. metre.

Ashwood Place/Beacon Drive:
This latest application for a new dwelling on the corner was approved with
several conditions. The main entrance was shown in Beacon Drive

Parish Council and Beacon Wood:

No representative attended from either organisation. Minutes of the
12t November 2012 meeting had been provided and Agenda for
10t December. Papers for 14" January 2013 were expected.
Someone from the RA will attend the next Parish Council meeting.

The Community Bus (see pages 7 and 9)

Air Pollution in the Hope and Ightham Cottages area.

Peter Luker had contacted a reporter from Radio Kent concerning the air
pollution around Hope and Ightham Cottages. On the 30" November the
Chairman and Assistant Secretary were interviewed live on Radio Kent from
Ightham Cottages, followed by an interview with DBC Council Leader, Jeremy
Kite. Peter is to go back to Jeremy Kite regarding the pollution.

The Press Officer There was nothing to report.

Slow Broadband: (See also page 22).

Andy Jordan and Les Philps said slow Broadband speeds are still a problem in
Bean. Although the fibre optic connection with Longfield is apparently in-
stalled, it has not yet been commissioned.

Peter Luker said BT were not very helpful when he had a problem recently.
Agreed to raise the problem with Bean Parish Council.

School parking. The problems are on-going and an enforcement car is planned
for next year.

Other Village Issues and any other business mentioned were:

An e-mail has been sent to Jeremy Kite, as County Councillor, asking
whether KCC were applying for improvements at Bean Interchange from the
new £170 million ‘Pinch Point” Fund.

The two Bean RA meetings in April and May fall on Bank Holidays it
was suggested we meet on the 25" March and 29" April 2013.
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The new signs for lorry restrictions are causing some confusion.

At the AGM it was suggested that The Parish Council and RA investigate
whether a “Village Plan” would be beneficial. The Localism Bill gives
communities the right to draw up a “Neighbourhood Development Plan”

There will be a Residents Association Meeting
at the Community Centre,

on Monday 4th March 2013 starting at 8.15 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE
Due to Bank holidays the April meeting is being rescheduled to
25th March and the May meeting to the 29th April.

Future Residents Association meeting dates are;

25th March, 29th April, 3rd June,
Ist July, 5th August, 2nd September,
7th October, 4th November and 4th December.

Neighbourhood Panel Meeting dates will be advised at a later date.

[ —

WE ARE STILL OPEN
THE MERRY CHEST CAFE

Watling Street, Bean, DA2 S8AH.
Tel: 01474 832 371

Open Monday to Friday 6.30 am - 3.00 pm
Saturday 6.30 am - 12.00 noon

Serving Full English Breakfast, Homemade Bubble,
Fried Potatoes, Mushrooms, Black Pudding
and a variety of Dinners.

Fully Licenced for Hire for Birthdays and Weddings eftc.

For further information contact Terry or Julie
Before 12.00 noon Monday to Friday.
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BEAN POST OFFICE

01474 703485

miles.beanpo@btinternet.com

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Sat Zam to 10pm
Sunday 8am to 6pm

For
Newspapers and magazines

Off Sales
Phone top-ups
Dry cleaning
etc. etc. etc.

General Stores

Specialist Boiler
Service Ltd

SBS is a local company providing a fast, friendly,
reliable and quality service for all your gas needs.

Ltd

e Boiler & Central Heating Servicing & Repair
e (Qas Fires & Cookers Serviced & Installed

e Power Flushing of Central Heating System

e Free Quotes & Fully Insured

Tel: 07957 160 926 or 07908 769 183

Email: info@sbsboilerservice.com
Visit our website: www.sbsboilerservice.com

THE BEAN COMMUNITY BUS - continued

Prospective part time bus drivers
The Bus Team is still in desperate need of volunteer drivers to cover day trips,
weekends, evenings and the shopping trips to Morrisons, Dartford and
Gravesend.

An ordinary clean driving licence, with category D1 (minibuses with
between 9 and 16 seats) is required and volunteers need to be
25 to 70 years old. Training as necessary will be given.

If you can spend just a few hours,
either regularly or occasionally, during the daytime or evenings

PLEASE contact Colin on 01474 832 793

The Community Bus Route And Current Fares.

We wish to remind all the new, and existing, villagers, that the bus is "Hail
and Ride" on Wednesdays and Thursdays. For a return fare of £2 we go to
Morrisons every Wednesday, and Dartford on Thursday £2-50, except the last
Thursday of each month when we go to Gravesend for £3-00.

The bus starts out from the Black Horse at 10am, goes up the hill and turns
left into School Lane through to Page Close where it turns round at the bottom,
goes back to Beacon Drive and turns into Stonewood At the post box it turns
back along Stonewood and at Beacon Drive turns right and through to the mini
roundabout where it turns right out of the village.

Regular stops are the Black Horse, School Lane, Page Close, Stonewood, and
Turner Road.

If you live in a road not on this route go to the nearest point on the route where
you can hail the bus. On the return journey we will go into your road and drop
you off as close to your home as possible.

We will help you with your shopping from the bus to the house if needed.
If you have not used the bus please give it a try.

If you have any queries with regards to the Bus
contact Colin on 01474 832 793.

Due to lack of passenger support for the Thursday Dartford / Gravesend
bus and the many requests for a bus to Asda it seems only sensible to
change the venue as soon as we find a driver. Colin

6

P.S. Mrs Twemlow please phone Colin for more bus details
On 01474 832 793
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Stephen P. Gay

Funeral Service & Memorial Masons

Serving the local community over 27 years
We offer a comprehensive service with traditional values
Funerals tailored to suit individual requirements

so that together we can remember your loved one

and plan with great care a suitable fitting service.

24 hour personal service covering all areas

Memorials are made using the very best materials available
Large showroom with many samples and stock memorials
Free quotations for cleaning, renovating & additional inscriptions

Free brochure upon request

For your peace of mind we are members of Saif, Namm,
Bramm accredited, Rqmf qualified

Funeral Home Memorial Showroom
25 Station Road 120 Old Road West
Longfield Gravesend

01474 700194 (24hrs) 01474 321003

We pride our company on being the only independent family owned
Funeral Service & Monumental Mason in the local area
and pride ourselves on our service

and care given to those who are bereaved.

Would you support a weekly shopping trip to ASDA?

It has been proposed that SHOULD A DRIVER BE FOUND for the
regular shopping trip on Thursday to Dartford or Gravesend the
venue be changed to ASDA at Greenhithe.

If the change were to take place would you use the bus?

Your views please, in writing to Colin or left for me in the village
shop or to Bill at 1 School Lane (e-Mail
thebeanstalk@btinternet.com).

Last year I replaced all the windows in my house with that expensive double-
pane energy efficient kind, and today, I got a call from the contractor who had
installed them. He was complaining that the work had been completed a year
ago and I still had not paid for them. Helllooo, just because I'm blonde does
not mean I am automatically stupid.

So I told him what his fast talking sales guy had told me last year, “that in one
year these windows would pay for themselves!” It’s been a year! I told him.
There was only silence at the other end of the line, so I finally just hung up.
He never called back.

I bet he felt like an idiot.

FullGlass Windows & Doors Ltd

Specialists in the
Manufacturing& installation of :
UPVC windows, Bi-folding "

] |
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doors and Aluminium Frames H;‘ q
Trading for over 30 years. rgg .

Contact Jamie: 07872919162 - j.fuller56@yahoo.co.uk
Or

Fullglass main office: 01322289333
Unit D3, Riverside Industrial Estate Dartford DA1 5BS
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HOW PERMANENT IS THE GREEN BELT?

The Green Belt around Bean and the Village Boundary
were left unchanged following the May 2011 Public
Examination. However, the March 2012 National
Planning Policy Framework has exceptions to allow some
building in the Green Belt and development that is “not
inappropriate”.

In February 2013, Communities Minister Baroness
Hanham, described the Green Belt as only “Virtually
sacrosanct”. She said that the Government believes that

affordable homes will now have to be built on Green Belt
land and that some of the land is not” absolutely brilliant”
and should be used for developments in order to avoid

having to build in “real open space”.
Minister quoted in Daily Telegraph 4 Feb 2013.

i'- Tl ey
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Village Boundary Map from DBC Technical Paper July 2010.

ZSELAY || Open 7 Days SHEDS
SALE a waek FROM £99

THE SHED FACTORY

OVER 40 BUILDINGS ON DISPLAY
www.theshedfactory.co.uk

“PRICE PROMISE -
I you can buy any of our Sheds
with the Ssme Specification Wendy Houses
cheaper elsewhere then will
refund the differencet!ll”

SALE ON -
PHONE
NOW!!!

FREE DELIVERY
FREE INSTALLATION
FREE BROCHURE

Show sites located at:
Top of Wrotham Hill, TN15 7NS on A20

01732 823 455

ler subpect fe & and conditions. F

The Fieldfare

www.theshedfactory.co.u

The Swift play house
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It seems like yesterday that we were celebrating Christmas. By the time you get
your copy of this issue Easter will be upon us. As I write this article the snow is
still with us and some more to come according to the latest weather forecast.

Our Christingle Service this year had to be cancelled due to the extreme
Weather conditions.

St Nicholas at Bean

We are expecting to continue the collection of woollies again this year. The
closing date, sometime in July, will be posted in the next edition of the Bean’s
Talk. If anybody is interested in making clothes from ‘Pillow cases’ then please
get in touch and we can provide illustrations as to what can be achieved very
simply.

Once again ‘Shoe boxes’ are an important part of our giving to those in need.
They can be brought to the Community Centre on a Sunday morning from 7t
July until Harvest Sunday 6™ October. If you are unable to complete a whole
box then any suitable items will help us to make up more boxes.

We continue to support ‘Prostrate Cancer’ by collecting plastic Milk bottle tops
(with a 2’ or ‘4’ cast in a triangle on the inside), also used postage stamps for
the RNLI. They can be brought to the Community Centre any Sunday between
9.30am — 11.30am.

Our weekly Sunday service, from 10.00am is open to all, and is usually over
by 10.45am. Coffee and tea is served afterwards and time for a chat. Children
are always welcome and some of our regular members are CRB checked and
able to look after them if necessary. On the first Sunday of the month we
welcome the uniformed organisations and their parents to our Parade service.

This year on Mothering Sunday, 10t March, our Services in the Community
Centre will have been taking place for 23 years. Come and celebrate with us.

There is a weekly Prayer list at the back of the church each week which is for
those known who are ‘Sick and Bereaved’ in the village. It is open to all to
contribute the names of those known to them. These names are read out during
our weekly services. If you know of any who would like their name to be
included please get in touch and it can be added. Prayer is a very important
part of the healing of the process. Don White

If you have any items which may be of interest to the community,
information on the Clubs, Activities, and general information about the

village, please consider submitting it to the Bean’s Talk.
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Reflextions

LATE NIGHT THURSDAY

Until 7pm.

15 Head Highlights

With Cut and Blow dry

From £59-00.

Vouchers available.

Unisex Hair Salon
Tel: 01322 224740

1A. Princes Avenue
Fleet Estate
Dartford

Kent DA2 6NE

Professional Stylists offering a wide range of Treatments
at affordable prices.

We look forward to seeing you.

e e e

DAC

Va1 R
Vehicle Repairs Ltd ’
01322 271462

Services, Exhausts, Cam belts, Brakes, MOTs, Clutches,

Starters, Shock Absorbers, Batteries, Alternators,
Tyres and Exhausts etc.

FULL SERVICE
£90-00 PLUS PARTS AND VAT.

www.dacvehiclerepairs.co.uk

01322 271462
07958 674247

Courtesy car
and van available

1A Princes Avenue
Fleet Estate
Dartford DA2 6NE.
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FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

BASED IN WESTWOOD FARM HIGHCROSS ROAD
BETWEEN BEAN AND LONGFIELD
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TRIM, BLOW DRY, PERM
COLOURING HI-LIGHTS

tte.

In the comfort of
your own home

The Friends of Beacon Wood.

-———-_—_-ﬂ

ALPHA |

I
: WATER TREATMENT LTD. |
|
|

Water Softener Specialist
Family run business -

I
I
I We sell: I
Non electric block salt Softeners. |
Meter controlled Softeners. I
l Timer controlled Softeners.
I We Serviee: '
Most makes of Water Softener. |
| We Supplv: |
| Tablet Salt & Block Salt.
Free local delivenes, ]
' Eree no obligation Quotes. |
| 01322 289398 I
I E-mail — info.alpha@ virgin.net .

T " " T " . Se—

Paths, steps and gullies are a priority, but we had to stop work because of
insurance issues, which then included money issues. The insurance is now
sorted, and we have a small amount of money for materials.

Parking is currently bringing in about £10 weekly, it should be a lot more, any

donation is appreciated.

We are trying to raise money via charities etc. and are having some success
albeit slow, and we have had some tools donated. Thank you.

As with all things The Friends Group is slow getting off the ground, please
don’t give up on us, but we need your help, either with fund raising, donations

or work within the wood.

This is a wonderful local resource, said by Kent Wildlife to be, ‘of county wide
importance for its fungus and flora, amphibian and reptile fauna etc.....’
Don’t let’s risk losing it again, get involved.

dianeandles@tiscali.co.uk [mailto:dianeandles@tiscali.co.uk]

The Royal Oak public house has reopened
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DARNCE FEVER

PR OMOT O N S

www.dancefev motions.co.uk

imiimiinii i R EEER R R
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FREESTYLE, STREET and SLOW DANCE
BEAN VILLAGE HALL EVERY TUESDAY
ALL YOUR FAVORITE SONGS

* 4.00pm to 5.00pm - Private lessons

5.00pm to 6.00pm - Childrens dance classes (3yrs+)
6.00pm to 6.30pm - Technical/Competition class

* 6.30pm to 7.30pm - Advanced Freestyle class (9yrs+)

Lets dance al festivals, compete in competitions,
take medal tests and have lots of FUNIT

LISTD and ANATD qualified, ADFP registered CRB
checked with stage and TV experience

JO REGAN DANCE ACADEMY
07927196307 for more details
dancefeverjioanneThotmail.com

16

No 12 E.C. Powder Cottages (Part 8 of the Houses on The Hill)

In 1891 Frederick Baker 38 Stoker Stationery Engine Driver and his wife Mary
30, with their two boys George 9 and William 5 were living at No. 12.
Frederick was from Ramsgate but his wife and sons had all been born in
Portsmouth. Frederick had been a gunner in the Royal Marines and had been
stationed in Portsea in the 1881 census where he met and married his wife
Mary Ann Miles in that year. Mary Ann Baker died shortly after the census and
was buried at Stone Church yard.

By 1901 George Bratton, 30, a labourer in the Powder Factory, his wife Mary
30 and their daughter Kathleen 1, and stepson William Driscoll 7 were living
in the house. George might have been at No.12 by 1899 when he and Mary
were married at Southfleet Parish Church. When his stepson William Driscoll
married Daisy Aim Gardner and his daughter Kathleen Bratton married Wil-
liam Henry Poole both at Southfleet in 1922, the address they gave was
Southfleet, so George might have taken his family back to Southfleet. George,
his wife, daughter Kathleen and William Driscoll all stayed in this area until
their deaths. (Part 9 of the series will be in the June edition).

For those who have followed the story of the “Houses on the Hill”, the E C
Cottages, the Austin family referred to in part 5, No 9 E. C. Cottage in June 2012
are shown in the November 1914 photograph below.

If you have any similar information on the early years of Bean please pass it on to
the editor for future editions.

Lydia Ellen William John
William Fir%lily Louisa
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Thank you from Darent Valley Hospital January 2013

Being in hospital at Christmas is not where most of us want to be so little
presents for sick children and adults and a bit of Christmas cheer does help to
lift spirits. Our thanks to all who donated to our Christmas Appeal to help the
staff do just that. It is thought that our Christmas Appeal will have raised over
£13,000 from people donating, buying our Christmas Draw Tickets, or taking
part in our 5K Santa Run. The money will benefit our wards and special
appeals.

Our thanks to our fundraising volunteers and organisations who have raised
money to help our hospital to introduce some highly specialised equipment to
help babies, cancer patients, heart and sick children, as well as the small
comfort items. Over £27,000 was raised this year at our Stride 4 Life sponsored
walk and fun-day with the help of 96 volunteers. The money will benefit our
Cancer Fighting Fund and will go towards the development of our ‘One Stop
Breast Cancer Service.” This year the event will be held on the 14" July and
packs will be available from April 2013 so please give your support as well as
have an enjoyable day out.

Personally, 1 feel so privileged to work for such a good hospital and felt
extremely proud when watching BBC South East news, which covered the Dr.
Foster report on hospital mortality. Darent Valley did well in the report and the
BBC filmed outside our main entrance interviewing patients and visitors as
they came out to ask what they thought of the hospital. The words used were
“Excellent” “They have done so much for me” “Wonderful care”. I only hope
that all our volunteers and supporters feel as proud as I do, as they have been a
part of making our hospital the success it is.

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy New Year from all at Darent Valley
Hospital and thank you to all those who continue to give their support.

Our current special funds are :-
Little Buds Fund helping the hospital provide special care for babies,
http://www.dvh.nhs.uk/about-us/fundraising/little-buds-appeal/

Cancer Fighting Fund to ensure that it can be detected as early as possible
http://www.dvh.nhs.uk/about-us/fundraising/cancer-fighting-fund/

Lollipop Fund to benefit sick children from babies to teens,

Heartbeat Fund to support our Heart Centre.

Tracey Cummins, Fundraising and Voluntary Services Manager, Darent
Valley Hospital. Tel: 01322 428256 E: fundraising@dvh.nhs.uk
Web: www.dvh.nhs.uk
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HOME and BUSINESS
COMPUTER SERVICES

Maintenance, System Building, Networking,
Wireless Networking, Data Recovery and Consulting

01322 276821

07960 253528
alan@alanripley.co.uk
alanripley.co.uk

Alan Ripley

=m=3

Tuesday Morning Walks in and around Beacon Woods

Now that the weather is getting better we are looking to re-introduce a local
walking group.
If you are interested in joining us, please contact either Diane on
01474 833 539 or the Parish Council Council Office on 01474 832 999

“Buddy Walking” for dog owners.

We are also considering the possibility of introducing “buddy walking” for those
dog owners who like company when they are walking their dogs. If you are
interested please contact the Diane or the Parish Office as above.

FEEE D =SS ... ..
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ARE YOU RENEWING YOUR
DRIVING LICENCE?

If so it is highly recommended
that you take a copy of the
licence before sending it off, and
carefully checking the categories
on its return.

Professional
Dressmaker

Over 20 years experience

There are a number of
categories being removed from
licences again.

Alterations
(Menswear and Ladieswear)

Bridalwear a speciality

FOR SALE

S secondhand Range Rover P38
ali wheels with 3 good tyres
(Smm tread).

01474 704062 - Bean
£100 ono.

No job too small
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A PILE OF OLD TIMBERS

One or two people in the village will know about my books. A few have actually
read them! They are not the easiest assignment for a quiet evening, [ have to
admit. Mention Julius Caesar to the average bloke and responses vary from:
“Yuk!” to ‘Not my cup of tea!’, although some will admit to having enjoyed the
spicier bits of the TV series ‘Rome’. Those who claim to have read their
Shakespeare may even come up with the odd quote: “I come to bury Caesar, not
to praise him,” being perhaps one of the better known, placed in the mouth of
Mark Antony — the lucky guy, who ran off with Cleopatra.

Most people only know Caesar as the Roman General who became dictator of
Rome and was murdered by Brutus and his pals a few years later (‘Et tu, Brute’
— or ‘Ouch, you brute’ as we boys would have it!) For the next four or five
hundred years the Emperors of Rome called themselves Caesar after him, and
the titles Tsar and Kaiser echo his name. But the Roman Empire as ruled by his
successors was definitely not what Caesar wanted to see.

Julius Caesar believed in equality a couple of thousand years before its time. He
wanted the Empire run by men (sorry Ladies, he wasn’t that far ahead of his
time) from every walk of life who could prove their worth. In other words, he
believed in merit, not privilege. He wanted to reform the government of Rome
from one run by obscenely rich nobles (mostly upper class patricians like
himself) to one run by men of real ability. He even wanted the best men from
the provinces to take part and stand for election to the Senate in Rome itself.
Doesn’t sound much like what followed, does it?

It took me 17 years to write my story, because I thought it was time Caesar got
a bit of good publicity. I was introduced to him at the Harvey Grammar School
in Folkestone, where I ‘did’ Latin from 12- to 18-years old. We had to study
Caesar’s books on the Gallic Wars in the original for O Level. We only studied
the bits examiners thought were tricky, so I never did read all eight books on his
wars that took him from modern Switzerland, through most of France, Belgium,
bits of Germany and even to England’s shores (twice).

I wrote the books in two-year episodes from 60 BC to 50 BC and self-published
them between 2006 and 2009, although I started work on the first couple of
books in 1993-4 and got distracted by having to earn a living in between.

I wanted to re-tell Caesar’s story, using his own version of events through the
eyes of a modern man, Caesar’s Tribune (the title of the first book). It is not a
dry-as-dust history. It’s a mix of fact and fiction, sticking as close to the facts as
possible. There’s a love story in there somewhere and a fair bit of background
that Caesar never explained, because his target readership knew it.

I have edited the five books down into a single volume entitled ‘Caesar’s
Tribune — The Whole Story’. All the books are available through Amazon and
on Kindle at a much more modest price.
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A Quiz - All clues relate to the names of birds, animals or insects.

Answers on Page 26 I. L.
1  Could move to mate 11 Commercial lifter
2 Paper flyer 12 Everyone has his day
3 National Delivery 13 Royal catcher
4  British classic 14 Happens running up hill
5 Not very brave 15 Shakespeare tames it
6  Sports brand 16 Contemptible arboreal person
7  Why not pick one up 17 Del’s reliant on his
8 Goes cold during rehab 18 Well done correct
9 Complain 19 Run away
10 Saves bags of water 20 Rummage around

Broadband in Bean.
KCC list below a progress report. If you have any new information please let
Linda the Secretary, or the Bean’s Talk, know.

Rural Superfast broadband.

The first 5 successful applicants for Wave 1 were:

* Godmersham and Crundale Parish Council - Ashford

» Stansted Parish Council - Tonbridge and Malling

* Goudhurst Parish Council - Tunbridge Wells

* Lympne and Stanford partnership with Shepway District Council

* Lydd-on-Sea, Greatstone and Dungeness in partnership with Shepway
District Council.
These areas will benefit from up to £100,000 each of investment to enable

faster broadband access within their communities.
Details on future Broadband grants will be published soon

THE BOOK LOAN / EXCHANGE SCHEME.

The Free of Charge book loan / exchange scheme is still in being in
the village. There has been another new selection of books received
covering a wide range of fact and fiction hard backs and
paperbacks all suitable for both Ladies and Gentlemen. We still need
support, so bring your read books along to exchange or alternatively
collect a book to start you off at No1 School Lane, Bean.
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DRUMS, BASS and GUITAR
Lessons for Ages 8 to 108

£12-00 per hour
with a FREE TASTER LESSON

Live Gigs

™ 01474 707 430
www.longfieldrockschool.co.uk

E-mail longfieldrockschool@gmail.com
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Foxwood Frondage %~
Garden Care Services

Offering a flexible range of maintenance services

especially for the domestic garden.

Grass or Lawn Cutting, Weeding, Path Clearing,
Pruning, Hedge Trimming, Deadheading,
Planting, Autumn Leaf Clearance

Contact us by phone and we can arrange to
come and visit you at your convenience

to give a No Obligation Quotation.

| H.Ift '? ] | | I-! | if.-' '.rl'llll :i “I .: ;]*ll'{ -I | :I. “ ‘
Call Anna on 04818 668788
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AAA RED STREET GARAGE AAA
MoT TESTING Established 1960 MoT TESTING

CENTRE CENTRE

Red Street, Southfleet, Kent, DA13 90)].

Full service £80 + parts + VAT on all vehicles

Small service £50 + parts +VAT on all vehicles

All MOT’s

Free local collection and delivery service

Free body damage estimates

Breakdown recovery service available

Helpful and friendly staff waiting your call

01474 833674

01474 833249 =




Neighbourhood Watch

There was no report from Neighbourhood Watch in January November figures
reported that figures on the web site, for crime 1 mile around Bean showed 13
incidents:
5 x burglary, 1 x theft, 1 x drugs, 1 x arson,
1 x vehicle theft, 3 x violent crimes and 1 x attempted burglary.

Neighbourhood Panel Meeting February 4th.

Tony Quilter opened by saying that the crime figure reports will be given on a
monthly basis.

During January there were 11 reported crimes including:-
2 Burglaries, 3 thefts from motor vehicles, 1 attempted theft from a vehicle
1 criminal damage in Foxwood and 1 Burglary in School Lane.

More Inglish Around the World.

In a Nairobi restaurant
Customers who find our waitress rude ought to see the manager.

On the grounds of a private school
No trespassing without permission.

On an Athi River highway
Take notice: When this sign is under water, the road is impassable.

In a city restaurant
Open seven days a week, and weekends too.

Answers to quiz on page 22

1 |Rook 11 |Crane

2 |Kite 12 |Jackal

3 [LYNX 13 | Kingfisher

4 |Jaguar 14 | Puffin

5 |Chicken 15 | Shrew

6 |Puma 16 |Wood Louse
7 |Penguin 17 |Robin

8 |Turkey 18 | Tick

9 |Grouse 19 [Flea

10 [Hippo 20 |Ferret
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DOG FOULING

Unfortunately it appears that there are still some selfish, irresponsible dog-
owners allowing their dogs to foul in public areas, especially the Recreation
Ground, and not clearing the mess up. Not only is this extremely unpleasant to
other users of the facilities and dangerous to health through spread of disease
from the faeces it is also against the law!

The introduction of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005
replaced the Dog (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 giving greater powers to the
Local Authorities.

This Act now extends to:

Any land which is open to the air and to which the public are entitled or
permitted to have access (with or without payment), thus including all public
areas in Bean, eg footpaths, pavements, etc.

Under Section 59 of the Act a Fixed Penalty Notice can be given. Failure to give
correct name and address when asked is an offence.

The Parish Council hope that dog-owners will take heed of this and would urge
all dog-owners to act responsibility.

When replying to an advert please mention The Bean’s Talk.

BEAN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION MEETINGS are held on
the FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH
(Excluding Bank Holidays when they are a week earlier).

The meetings start at 8.15 pm.
in the Bean Community Centre.
All residents of Bean are welcome to attend.
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. <. ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise in RATES per issue
the Bean’s Talk? Or buy 4 get one free. 1
Th ine is deli dt
He;n;ga(szslzehls ¢ 1\.fer}e3 0 Full page £30-00 1
all of the ouses in Bean 2/3 page £25-00
four times a year, in March, June, 1/2 page £20-00
September and December. 1/3 page £15-00 j
If so please contact The Editor 1/4 page £10-00
|



VILLAGE ACTIVITIES and USEFUL NUMBERS.
The Bean Village web site and e-mail address are on the front cover.

Phone Numbers 01474 unless shown otherwise.

POLICE 999 Non emergency calls to Maidstone 101

Neighbourhood Police Officer - Tony Quilter New Number 07870 252 387
Community Warden. Kim Hill Mobile 07811 271252
Community Warden (Control Centre) 01732 885712
Crime Stoppers 800 555 111
Hall Bookings Elaine Coombs 703239
Tuesday 4.00 - 7.30pm. Dance fever Jo Regan 07927 196307
Tuesday 8.15-9.05pm. ZUMBA Fitness  Jess 07746 082182
Wednesday 2.30 pm. Young at Heart Contact the committee
Wednesday 5.00 - 6.00pm. Beavers Neil Warburton 707382
Wednesday 6.00 - 7.30pm. Cubs Neil Warburton 707382
Wednesday 7.45 - 9.30pm. Scouts Neil Warburton 707382
Thursday  5.15 - 6.45pm. Brownies Jannette Williams 7 01322 381661
Sunday  10.00 - 11.00am. St. Nicholas Church, Don White 705430

For special services - see the church notice board located at the front of the car park at
the Community Centre.

Mon - Fri  9.15 - 12.00 noon. Play School Allison Barrass @ 07771864937
Mobile Library

Black Horse 4.05 to 4.25pm. The service is on a Monday at the
Beacon Drive (Lower end) 4.30 to 4.45pm. stopping points and times shown.
Doctors

Dr. Somasegaram Bean Surgery, High St. Bean. 707236
Dr. Langley Beacon Drive, Bean 708672

Church St. Nicholas Southfleet Serving Bean, Betsham, New Barn and Southfleet.
The Rector is The Rev David Houston 833252

Bean Residents Association

Bean Residents Association meets on the First Monday of the month at 8.15pm. in the Bean
Community Centre. All Bean residents are welcome to attend.

Bean Parish Council. E-mail Beanparishcouncil@btinternet.com
Bean Parish Council meet on the second Monday of the month at 7pm. in the

Bean Community Centre. All Bean residents are welcome to attend. 832999

Oasis Counselling Centre 01322 294430 Free counselling
for bereavement and help for those affected by suicide, pregnancy, crisis and post
abortion, support for ex-offenders, advice and support for job-seekers, those affected by
domestic violence, those in distress, befriending scheme, and parenting classes

BEAN’S TALK is published by the BEAN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Correspondence to The Secretary, Linda Collins, 26 Turner Road, Bean, DA2 8BA.
© All Material is copyright protected - Bean Residents Association.

Printed by Darenth Print & Design Ltd.
Unit 1, The Old Powder Mill, Powder Mill Lane, DA1 INT. Tel: 01322 288627
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